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Introduction

● Voice 21: The national oracy education charity; 

we are on a mission to transform learning and life 

chances of young people through talk

● Supporting over 1,271 schools across the UK to 

embed high-quality oracy education 25-26

● Voice North East 3 year project 

● 202 schools within the North East Combined 

Authority

● OCE  



What is oracy?

Oracy is the ability to articulate ideas, 

develop understanding and engage with 

others through spoken language, listening 

and communication.



Why oracy?



What is Oracy Education?

Open Letter (2024)

We call on the government to 

incentivise schools to provide a 

broad curriculum to access the 

value of the expressive arts and 

citizenship as contexts for oracy



Imagine if.... teaching across the 

North East was truly

inclusive, creative and 

empowering

Imagine If... 2025



Poem

Difficult Damsels by Nikita Gill

Performed by Maria



The Oracy Framework 

✓ Break it down 

✓ Focus on one element at a time 

✓ Reduces cognitive load



Context of Westgate Hill Primary Academy

● Westgate Hill Primary Academy is the largest primary school in Newcastle 

● 723 pupils on roll

● Last year 106 left and 159 joined

● Diverse range of cultural backgrounds - 49 languages spoken and 94% are 

multilingual 

● Socio-economic challenges- 47% pupil premium 

● Cultural Capital

● Arts Mark journey - Heritage



People Ask by Seni Senviratne 

Performed by Khatija

Poem



At Westgate Hill Primary Academy, we inspire and 

empower learners to be confident communicators.

The London Academy of Music & Dramatic Art is a 

prestigious programme that helps young people develop 

speech, drama, and communication skills.

Our pupils have had the opportunity to take internationally 

recognised graded examinations, which allow them to 

develop their vocabulary, spoken English and 

memorisation skills, setting them up for future success. 

LAMDA In presentational talk, the speaker’s 

attention is primarily focussed on adjusting 

the language, content and manner to the 

needs of the audience. 



Say How You Feel by Joseph Coelho

Performed by Nakshathra

Poem



@ESBUK

Click once 

inside the 

wheel to 

start it 

spinning.

Click 

again 

inside the 

wheel to 

stop it 

spinning.

Come over here and look what’s happened!

Tongue twisters

Peter Piper…

She sells sea shells…

The lips, the teeth, 

the tip of the tongue

What are you doing here?

What happened to Francesca?

I can’t believe you did that!

Do not do that donut!



Do not Stand at my Grave and Weep

by Mary Elizabeth Frye

Performed by Darin

Poem



Baby ate a Microchip by Neil Levin

Performed by Ariya &

Ebony-Rose

Poem



Text

KS1 Whole Class Strategies

LI: To speak audibly and clearly



I Tried to do my Homework by Kenn Nesbit

Performed by Sophie

Poem



Empty House by Gareth Owen

Performed by Zainab

Poem



LKS2 Whole Class Strategies

A – speak  B – listen

B give A feedback on

their reading

Swap roles

A great shadow loomed over 
him. Blodin the Beast was on 
the crest of the dune, rearing 
up to blast him with his fire. 
Hosea stared down at the 
water.
“But I cannot swim” he cried.



Bush Fire by Jackie Kay

Performed by 

Avitaj & Khizer

Poem



Waterfall Song by Zaro Weil

Performed by Elias

Poem



UKS2 Reader’s Theatre



How to cut a Pomegranate by

Imtiaz Darkher

Performed by Aadam

Poem



Prose

Planet Omar by Omar

Performed by Ilyas



Voice 21 Module - Poetry by Heart

Finalists perform their poems on the stage of 

Shakespeare’s Globe in London



Any Questions?



Give oracy a try 

sorrel.price@westgatehillprimary.com

kate@voice21.org

mailto:sorrel.price@westgatehillprimary.com

	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28

