James Ward, Northumbria University
English and Creative Writing (Pgr)

Reading Literature through Art Project
Workshop on AQA GCSE ‘Power and Conflict’ Anthology
Introduction

Try to identify a painting in the gallery that you think has relevance to one of the poems from the
collection. Be prepared to explain why you think this. (5-10 mins)

Task A: Images of the Natural World
‘High Tide’ by Sheila Fell

What do you see? What does the image make you think and feel?

What does Fell do to make you think and feel this way? (e.g use of colour, brushstrokes, light and
shade, movement, composition, technique)

Why do you think Fell painted the subject in this way?
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‘Storm on the Island’ by Seamus Heaney (1966)

We are prepared: we build our houses squat,
Sink walls in rock and roof them with good slate.
The wizened earth had never troubled us

With hay, so as you can see, there are no stacks
Or stooks that can be lost. Nor are there trees
Which might prove company when it blows full
Blast: you know what | mean - leaves and branches
Can raise a chorus in a gale

So that you can listen to the thing you fear
Forgetting that it pummels your house too.

But there are no trees, no natural shelter.

You might think that the sea is company,
Exploding comfortably down on the cliffs

But no: when it begins, the flung spray hits

The very windows, spits like a tame cat

Turned savage. We just sit tight while wind dives
And strafes invisibly. Space is a salvo.

We are bombarded by the empty air.

Strange, it is a huge nothing that we fear.

Now, using the same process, work through the Heaney poem and describe:
i. your personal response to the poem,

ii. what does Heaney do in his poem to make you think and feel in this way? (e.g. use of imagery,
alliteration etc.)
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iii. what is Heaney’s attitude to nature?

Are there any similarities between what Fell does in her painting and what Heaney does in his
poem? List them

‘The Bathing Pool’ (1916) by Harold Knight
Hoes does this paining make you feel? What are the emotions of the painting?

What do you think the painting is about?

Now, consider when this was painted: 1916. Given what was happening in the world at the time
are there other ways of interpreting this image? What might that be?
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Task B: Artistic Interpretation

Over to your left as you enter the gallery you will see a pair paintings: ‘The Bridge’ (1928), by
William Kiddier and ‘Windsor Castle from the Old Bridge’ (1820) by Sir Augustus Wall Callcott.

Think about the following: subject matter, mood or tone, effect, use of colour, composition,
technique.

How are these two paintings similar?

How are they different?

Now, thinking about the poems in the collection, explain how two poems treat a similar subject or
theme in very different ways. (e.g. scenes of conflict, the natural world, grief or trauma. You might
compare, for example Tennyson with Ted Hughes, or ‘Poppies” with ‘Exposure’)
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Task D: The Watercolour Gallery
You are now asked to choose any one of the pieces in the Watercolour Gallery.

Pick a picture that reminds you of one of the poems about war in the handout.

Painting Title Poem Title
Artist Poet
Date Date

In what ways are the poem and painting the same?

Are there any differences between the poem and the painting (e.g. style, theme, details)?

What do you see in the painting that you would not have noticed if you hadn’t read the poem?

What do you notice in the poem which you would not have thought of if you hadn’t seen the
painting?
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Which do you prefer (painting or poem) and why?
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