Teachers’ Notes LAING
The Women by John Charlton

A resource to support the Creative Curriculum

These notes are for teachers who would like to use this
painting from the Laing Art Gallery’s Northern Spirit gallery
as a visual stimulus for cross-curricular work. In the notes you
will find information about the artist and the painting with
suggestions for curriculum activities.

www.laingartgallery.org.uk/northernspirit/the-bigger-picture
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Artist

John Charlton (1849-1917) was originally from the North-East.
He worked in London as an illustrator and painter depicting
military campaigns, and regularly exhibited at the Royal
Academy. Although from 1875 he spent most of his time

in London, Charlton continued to visit the North East,
holidaying in Cullercoats.

The Women: About the painting

The Cullercoats lifeboat is shown at the start of a dramatic rescue on New Year's Day 1861. The
ship ‘Lovely Nellie’ had been wrecked in a snowstorm off Whitley Bay. The storm prevented the
lifeboat being launched at Cullercoats. The boat was towed by horses and villagers three miles
along the coast. Then it was hauled by the fisherfolk down the steep slope of Briar Dene. In this
scene, the seaweed on the rocks and the breaking waves show that the boat is close to being
launched. Charlton entitled his painting The Women because he admired the strong character
and community spirit of North-East fisherwomen.

Rescue of the ‘Lovely Nellie’

The painting relates to the rescue of the ‘Lovely Nellie’, a collier brig (coal ship) from Seaham. The ship
had set off southwards but had been blown off-course. Following the successful launch of the lifeboat,

six of the seven crewmen were saved. The rescue was vividly reported in the local press, which resulted
in the event becoming famous in the area.

Cullercoats Colony

The Cullercoats colony of artists was active from about 1870 to 1914. It was centred on Cullercoats
fishing village, near the mouth of the Tyne. The artists were attracted by the villagers' traditional way
of life and their close-knit community. The Cullercoats artists painted fisherfolk, local workers, and the
coast. They often made painting studies on the spot to capture the light of the scene as naturalistically
as possible. The group was similar to other artists’ colonies in Britain and Europe at the time.

Using the painting across the Creative Curriculum

The following ideas are suggestions that can be used and adapted to the levels and ability of your
pupils. See the Bigger Picture website for ways to introduce a painting in the classroom, together
with more in-depth information and resources.

www.laingartgallery.org.uk/northernspirit/the-bigger-picture




Read the account of the wreck
from a contemporary newspaper article, which can
be found on The Bigger Picture website. Write
your own version of the event based on a figure
in the painting.

The ancient Greeks believed
the mythical Sirens lured sailors to wreck their ships.
Research myths about shipwrecks from different
cultures. Write your own myth.

Numeracy

Counting: How many peoples’ faces are highlighted?

Perspective: Charlton has positioned the figures
pulling the boat in diagonal lines to suggest depth.
This is called single point perspective. Use this
technique to create perspective drawings of
people standing on a beach.

Geography

Mapping: Find Cullercoats and Seaham on Google
Earth or a map. Track the route of the Lovely Nellie
from Seaham towards Whitley Sands.

Investigate: Change the colours of The Women from
blue and gold to brighter colours and duller colours,
how does this change the drama of the painting?

IT

The Women shows
a community working together.
Find recent examples in the news of
a community (a country, town, family)
helping others. How have you helped others?

Music/Drama

Folk Songs: Find local folk songs from the North-
East which link to the painting. Why are these songs
significant today? Create a dance in groups linked
to that song. °

Drama: Create a short scene from before/during/
after the ‘Lovely Nellie’ event. Photograph and
caption them.

Science

Changing States: Investigate the cycle from seawater
to snow.

Gravity: What controls the tide? Explore its daily ebb
and flow and seasonal variations.

Biodiversity: What creatures live on the shoreline and in
the sea? List and illustrate them and design a food chain
to show how they are linked.

History

Research: What was it like to live in a fishing village on
the North-East coast in the nineteenth century? How
does it compare with living there today?

Heroes: Grace Darling was a Victorian heroine who
rescued survivors from a shipwreck off the Farne Islands
in 1838. Research her story and write a report.

Art & Design '

Artisic Practice: Work in the same way the Cullercoats
artists did and create a picture outside.

Creative Response: Read the newspaper report of the
wreck of the Lovely Nellie. What is the most dramatic
part of the story? lllustrate this by making a collage.

Investigate other Cullercoats colony artists using websites
listed in the resources.




Related images in Northern Spirit:

There are other paintings in the Northern Spirit Gallery by artists working
at the Cullercoats colony and by artists who worked along the North-East
coast. The three paintings below are examples of these. They can be
used to enhance many of the cross-curricular suggestions given for

The Women or as inspiration on their own.

Smugglers Playing Cards

Henry Perlee Parker ) ) - Fisherfolk
4 Hauling the Lifeboat, Holy Island IslasTior?’wpson

John William Gilroy

Useful websites

Laing Art Gallery Collection: Google Images:
www.twmuseums.org.uk/artonline/index.php www.google.co.uk/imghp?hl=en&tab=wi

www.imagine.org.uk/search/ Google Art Project:

Tate Gallery: www.googleartproject.com

www.tate.org.uk/collection/ Regional Folk Songs

BBC Your Paintings: www.folknortheast.com
www.bbc.co.uk/arts/yourpaintings/

Educational resources prepared by
Pippa Bell, Magic Lantern www.magiclanternart.org.uk

Laing Art Gallery, New Bridge St, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 8AG
Tel: (0191) 211 2102/ 211 2104 Textphone: 18001 0191 211 2102
Fax: (0191) 222 0952 www.twmuseums.org.uk/laing

¥ 4 \ &%, A
Ioﬂervg!amd N

<

LAING é ARTS COUNCIL @ Newcastle ﬁ@ archivess

ART GALLERY LOTTERY FUNDED o™\t ENGLAND e Gity Gotncl! £




